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within the Borough of Aberystwyth in the County of Cardigan a
library with the name of the National Library of Wales by which name
the authorities of the said library thereinafter created and defined were
thereby constituted and incorporated into one body politic and cor-
porate with perpetual succession and a common seal.
GREAT GIFTS OF WELSH LITERATURE
The National Library of Wales has already received by way of gift
what constitutes an almost complete library of the printed literature
relating to the Principality, and a large number of manuscripts. The
people of Wales have done all that Hes in their power to make the
library a national one so far as relates to their own literature. The
extent of the gifts already made calls for the addition of those publica-
tions which can only be obtained from outside the Principality, and
with which the corresponding libraries of England, Scotland, and
Ireland are supplied through the action of Parliament.
WANT OF A GREAT LIBRARY IN WALES
Every form of intellectual activity within the borders of the Prin-
cipality has been crippled hitherto for want of an adequate public
library. Not only the professors of the several colleges and the teachers
in the public schools, but the students, especially post-graduate
students, have been unable to undertake, except under discouraging
restrictions, those higher studies so necessary for the intellectual
development of a people. Research work is practically impossible
without a properly equipped library. Until these means are placed
within the reach of the people of Wales they are unfairly handicapped
as compared with the residents of other parts of the United Kingdom.
PROVISION   FOR   SIMILAR   LIBRARIES   IN   ENGLAND,   SCOTLAND,   AND
IRELAND
The extent to which Parliament has made provision for the supply
of books to public and university libraries in other divisions of the
United Kingdom, and has modified and extended such provision from
time to time, is shown by the following summary of the several Copy-
right Acts.
The first Copyright Act, passed in the year 1709 (8 Aixne, c. 19),
provided that nine libraries should be entitled on demand to a copy
of every book published, namely:
The Royal Library
University of Oxford
University of Cambridge
University of Edinburgh
University of Glasgow
University of St Andrews
University of Aberdeen
The Library of Sk>n College, London
The Library of the Faculty of Advocates, Edinburgh.